[Antibiotic 26a as a factor stimulating the body growth of Japanese quails (Coturnix coturnix japonica)].
Groups I and II of Japanese quails were given 50 ppm of oxytetracyclin and 23 ppm of the antibiotic 26a in drinking water during 3 weeks, from the 7th to the 28th day of life. No antibiotics were given to group III. In order to determine the properties of the antibiotic 26a as a stimulator of growth, the mean values of the body weight gains in the individual groups were compared by statistical methods. During the 1st and 2nd weeks of the experiment, the mean body weight gains in group II were the highest, but in the 3rd week the highest gains were noted in group I. During the whole experiment, the quails in group I had an average gain of 63.18 g, those in group II 66,34 g, and those in group III 63,86 g. Highly significant differences were found between the groups and between sexes as far as the body weight gains are concerned. The males showed smaller mean gains than the females, but reacted more distinctly to the stimulating action of the studied antibiotics.